Between 20 and 25 June, the male continued to forage with both females and also helped care for the nestlings, thus spending less time with F200. F200 had not laid eggs, so we refrained from capturing her to avoid the risk of desertion.
On 26 June F287 disappeared, box 200 was abandoned, and a pale female with the appearance and foraging-behavior characteristics of F200 was seen helping the male care for his nestlings. She fed and brooded the nestlings and removed fecal sacs. Initially, F200 foraged in areas that were familiar to her (i.e. areas adjacent to box 200 and in the male's expanded territory). However, within a day she began foraging with the male in the area previously used by F287. On 27 June we captured the presumptive F200 in box 287 for measurements and banding. She weighed 27 g as compared to a mean of 32.2 g (SD = 2.7) for 6 other females weighed at about the same time. F200 and M287 continued to care for the nestlings, which we banded on 1 July. We presume, from the subsequent condition of the nest, that they fledged on or about 10 July. The castings were soaked in a weak NaOH solution and sieved through screen wire and 0.3-cm hardware
